
June 8, 2020 

Mr. Richard Spirito 
Superintendent 
Hawthorne Board of Education 
445 Lafayette Avenue 
Hawthorne, NJ  07506 

Dear Mr. Spirito, 

This letter is being submitted regarding my suspension from my security position with the Hawthorne 
Public Schools, due to a Facebook posting regarding the recent protests and the Black Lives Matter 
movement.  Upon reflection and after some research into the movement  I now realize that my words, 
though not intended, were hurtful and offensive.  Anyone who knows me also knows that I do not and 
have not lived my life hurting or intending to offend anyone.   

What I have discovered after some research is an informative article by L. Maney S. Viny called, “Here’s 
Why it Hurts When People Say All Lives Matter.”  The article explains that Black Lives Matter is not anti-
white or anti-police, even though some in the media may have portrayed it that way.  Unfortunately, 
not being informed and simply accepting “information” without much critical thought created a false 
impression of Black Lives Matter that lead to the Facebook post.   

For those who may not know, I spent 26 years and 8 months as a police officer in one of the most 
diverse communities in the State – the City of Paterson – before retiring as a Lieutenant.    My record as 
a  police officer and as a person is a true reflection of who I am.  I ask that I be judged on that record and 
that the perception of who I am not be influenced by words that I now understand came from being ill-
informed.   

This is who I am: 

During my career and since retiring, I have continued to give to the Paterson community. 

• I have participated in many fundraisers that raised money to sponsor sports teams and funded
Disney trips each summer for up to 150 Paterson children per year.

• When assigned to incidents of shoplifting, if it turned out to be someone shoplifting just so they
could feed their family I would smooth things over with the store owner and pay for the items
myself, so the person could avoid arrest.

• If I learned of families that had no food in the house I would go to the supermarkets and fill their
cupboard with the staples needed for their family.

• Every  year prior to school beginning I donate school supplies and backpacks for Paterson
students.



• Every year I donate to the Paterson PBA shoe and coat drive, which provides shoes and coats to 
the children throughout  Paterson. 

• I attend numerous functions where all monies collected are forwarded to Evas Village to feed 
the homeless. 

• Every winter I donate at least $400 worth of toys to the Paterson Police Holiday Toy Drive and 
play Santa to give toys to up to 1700 children.  I am also the Santa at the Hawthorne Parade, 
Hawthorne Boy Scouts, New Hope Homeless Shelter, Jefferson School, Paterson PBA, North 
Haledon Fire Department, just to name a few. 

 
Finally, I have been employed by the Hawthorne Public School District since September 2016 and have 
never been the subject of any disciplinary actions.  I volunteer to work every school activity, I support 
every school fundraiser that I am made aware of, and I routinely purchase lunches for students who 
have no money.  I would do anything for our students, including protecting them with my life, regardless 
of their race, color, religion, creed or sexual orientation.    I have always considered myself a good 
person, willing to help anyone.   I believe most who know me know this to be true.   I recognize that no 
one is perfect, but I do believe I am a better person having had to face and understand the 
consequences of words that were ill-informed, regrettable, and offensive.  Moreover, while I have been 
labelled a “rascist,” I and many who know me or have been a benefactor of my actions to help all people 
– know that I have never personally disrespected, discriminated against, or intentionally hurt anyone.   
 
All I ask is that, again, I be judged on my record, and my years of dedication to my community and to the 
students, teachers and staff within the Hawhorne School District, and not on 26 words in a Facebook 
post. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Scott Verrone 
 
 


